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Economic Impact Assessment Scoping Exercise #1a 
 

City of Portside, USA 

The City of Portside, a fishing and recreational boating community, has traditionally been vulnerable to rain-induced flood and storm surges. Over 
the past 10 years, the city is seeing clear signs of subsidence, accentuating its vulnerability to flood, which are coupled with climate models 
suggesting an increase in flood magnitude and frequency. Portside is a city that enjoys steady tourism and has a significant amount of historically 
preserved sites.  Nearly 30% of the city’s land is owned by the Federal government.  The waterfront area of town is approximately 20% of the city’s 
land area, but accounts for 50% of the real estate value of the City. Many of the homes and buildings in the waterfront area of town have 
significant exposure to flooding, so city management is contemplating an incentive program aimed at encouraging home and building owners to 
raise their properties 2-4 feet above their current positioning.  City planners are also arguing in support of a $200 million dollar stormwater 
drainage and road improvement project to better deal with increasing flood risk in the waterfront area of town.  

You are contemplating the prospective scope of a climate economy assessment for the City of Portside:  

■ What are the unique climate hazards and their corresponding economic implications? 

■ Who is/are the target audience(s) affected by this attribute (e.g. your assets, outside stakeholders)? 

■ What categories of direct costs is the organization likely to endure if no risk mitigation activities are undertaken? 

■ What categories of direct/indirect costs should you be considering as a result of prospective responses? 

■ What types of potential revenue or other positive economic outcomes might result from the prospective response(s)? 

■ Are there additional audiences who would benefit, or conversely be hurt from, the prospective response(s)? 

■ What timeframe(s) should be consider 
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Hazard(s) or Needs 
Addressed Target Audience Implications & Intended 

Outcomes Likely Scope Criteria for  
Determining Priorities 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 


